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[Abstract)

Since the 2019 House of Councillors election, several new national
political parties have emerged, such as “Reiwa Shinsengumi”, “the NHK
Party”, and “the Sansei Party”. They focus on distinctive issues and
effectively utilize social media. However, little is known about why some
people support them. This paper conducts a secondary analysis of available
survey data of voting from the 2022 House of Councillors election, to
examine the structural mechanisms behind voter support. It also examines
the direct relationships among their support attitudes, policy/issue positions,
populist orientations, social characteristics, and media exposure. Our
findings suggest that these three parties are not primarily supported based on
policy considerations. Instead, voter support appears to be driven more by
political attitudes like political distrust. Additionally, media exposure plays a
significant role in shaping voter support for these parties.
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